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CARY
North Carolina’s first

soccer school is expected
to launch this August at
WakeMed Soccer Park,
bringing a combination of
middle school academics
and soccer training to the
Triangle.
The Accelerator School

will be associated with the
Carolina RailHawks, a

Cary organization that
already has undergone
several changes since
owner Steve Malik bought
the team last October.
“This school is another

important step toward
having a world-class play-
er development and edu-
cation pathway,” Curt
Johnson, team president
and general manager of
the RailHawks, said in an
email. “We have more
work to do in this area,
and the RailHawks need

to continue to be a leader
in player development so
that more players in North
Carolina can reach their
full potential.”
The Accelerator School

is designed for children
who dream of playing
Division I college or pro-
fessional soccer. To do
this, American children
need more training time to
compete with internation-
al players, said Chris
Mumford, the school’s
director and a professor of

practice at UNC-Chapel
Hill’s Kenan-Flagler busi-
ness school.
Today, he said, Amer-

ican children, even at the
academy level, only train
about seven to eight hours
per week while youth in
South America and Europe
train 15 to 20 hours per
week. But the new school
is expected to provide
students with more than
400 hours of soccer train-
ing annually.
“Right now, we as

American soccer players,
our youth are just getting
outworked by other soccer
players worldwide,” he
said.

FORMING THE
PROGRAM
The Accelerator School,

which was founded by
Mumford; John Kerr,
Duke University’s men’s
soccer coach; and Terry
Ransbury, a local entre-

State’s first soccer school
planned to open this year
BY KATHRYN TROGDON
ktrogdon@newsobserver.com

SEE SOCCER, 3A

WAKEMED SOCCER PARK

FUQUAY-VARINA

A t 8:15 a.m. Friday,
the sun was still
low enough that
Tracy McKinley

and Kenneth McMillan
could wait in the shade of
a van parked next to the
old Stephens Ace Hard-
ware building on Broad
Street. The pair had wait-
ed in line Thursday for
two of the 300 numbered

wristbands the dental
clinic handed out, which
guaranteed they’d get

inside before the sun rose
enough to render the van
useless as a shade-giver.

It was the first day of a
two-day free dental clinic
put on by the North Car-
olina Dental Society’s
Missions of Mercy in the
former hardware store at
405 Broad St. It was one
of six the nonprofit will
hold throughout the Car-
olinas this year. Orga-
nizers expected to serve
about 600 or 700 people
in the clinic’s 66 chairs
over two days.
Only services for adults

were provided. No proof
of income was needed, but
patients signed a state-
ment about their financial
status.
McKinley and McMillan

didn’t know each other

before Friday morning,
but like many others in
line, they became friendly
with each other in the
hours they spent together
by the time McMillan’s
number, 272, was called at
8:45 a.m. McKinley was
No. 299.
Both used to have office

jobs in the Triangle but are
now unemployed and with-
out insurance. McKinley,
who drove to Fuquay-Vari-
na from Lillington, said she
worked in accounting for
Strategic Technologies in
Cary before she was laid
off. McMillan, a lifelong
Fayetteville resident, said
he was in management
with Georgia Pacific before
he got colon cancer and
became too sick to work.
His cancer treatments

made his teeth brittle, but
his insurance dried up
before he could do any-
thing about it. McMillan
said he’s also a veteran of
the 82nd Airborne Division,
but because he’s “only 70
percent disabled,” as he
puts it, the military won’t
cover his dental bills. Fri-
day, he hoped for a partial
denture.
McKinley wasn’t sure

what she would ask for.
“They’ll let you do one

service, so whatever will
be the most effective is
what I’ll have done,” she
said. “I have one filling I
need in the front, and I
broke some teeth in the
back falling down some
stairs.”
More waiting was in

store once patients were
inside, but it was air-con-
ditioned there. After pa-
perwork and a preliminary
screening, patients were
sent to a separate waiting
area for the service they
would receive: a cleaning,
fillings or extractions. A
black curtain enclosed
what used to be the hard-
ware store’s sales floor,
separating rows of dental
chairs in its interior from
rows of waiting room
chairs along its perimeter.
Those who didn’t get a

wristband waited in a
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Dr. Kamran Qureshy of Cary, Left, works on a patient in need of dental fillings July 29, in downtown Fuquay-Varina
during a two-day free dental clinic, part of an outreach program by the North Carolina Dental Society.

FUQUAY-VARINA

Free clinic helps hundreds
in need of dental services
A two-day dental clinic

in Fuquay-Varina was
expected to serve at least
600 people in the clinic’s
66 chairs between Friday
and Saturday.

BY HENRY GARGAN
hgargan@newsobserver.com

Dental patients fill chairs in the tooth cleaning area.
Hundreds of volunteers helped make the clinic possible.

SEE CLNIC, 4A

MORRISVILLE
A new subdivision on

Morrisville Carpenter
Road that had generated
concerns about the poten-
tial traffic it would create,
among other issues, will
move forward after the
Town Council approved a
rezoning petition July 26.
The council voted 6-1 to

rezone 18 acres of what’s
known as the Stadelmaier
property for medium-
density housing and a
maximum of 70 new
homes. Councilman TJ
Cawley voted against it.
He had been opposed to
the rezoning until the
town has widened Morris-
ville Carpenter Road rath-
er than allowing construc-
tion of both projects to
occur at the same time.
“I would think that

those currently in favor of
this rezoning would want
the public to be more on
board than they are,”
Cawley said. “The over-
whelming response I’ve
heard is that residents are
against this petition, and I
was wondering if the
council was open to delay-
ing this perhaps six
months.”
But most council mem-

bers had made up their
minds by the time they
arrived at council cham-
bers. The matter had been
discussed at length at
meetings for about two
and a half months. On July
26, each member spoke
briefly about how he or
she had arrived at a deci-
sion.
The six-member major-

ity expressed appreciation
for the concessions agreed
to by the applicant, which
includes the donation of a
third of the 18 acres to the
town as right-of-way,
parkland, greenways and a
Civil War memorial.
In response to council

member concerns about
adding to congestion
along the corridor, the
property owners also
agreed not to begin con-
struction until 60 days
after the town’s receipt of
grant money funding the
work on Morrisville
Carpenter Road, which is
hoped for but not guaran-
teed.
“I know how bad the

traffic is,” Mayor pro tem
Steve Rao said. “My wife
calls me every morning to
complain, but we are do-
ing something about it.”
Additionally, the appli-

cant agreed to a condition
restricting timbering of
the land until after July

Homes
OK’d
despite
concerns
BY HENRY GARGAN
hgargan@newsobserver.com
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MORRISVILLE

CARY
Apex residents Karthik

Aghoram and his wife,
Shweta Lolage, recently
purchased an older home
near Cary Towne Center
with plans to renovate it
and move in by the end of
the year.
As new Cary home-

owners, the couple attend-
ed an open house at the

Herbert C. Young Commu-
nity Center on Thursday,
July 28, to see what the
town has planned for the
area over the next 25 years.
“Our main motive to

buy the house there was I
like to walk to every-
thing,” Lolage said, add-
ing that she hoped to have
more stores, particularly
at Cary Towne Center, to
walk to in the future.
“We’re excited that they

have a plan for the eastern
gateway,” Aghoram said.

“Hopefully, it will sort of
revive the area and en-
hance the neighborhoods
around there.”
For many Cary resi-

dents, it was their first
chance to see the com-
plete draft of the Cary
Community Plan that will
one day guide growth in
the town through 2040. It
was drafted as part of
Imagine Cary, an effort by
town planners and resi-
dents to create the new
master plan.

About 130 people at-
tended the first of two
sessions with questions
and comments about the
town’s vision for Cary’s
future. A second open
house was Tuesday.

EASTERN GATEWAY
Many residents who

attended the open house
flocked around easels
holding up the plans for
Cary’s downtown and

Residents praise Cary’s vision
for eastern gateway, downtown
BY KATHRYN TROGDON
ktrogdon@newsobserver.com
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Roy Boylston, left, transit services administrator, and
Adam Howell, center, a transit planner, share Cary’s 2040
transit route plan. Boylston and Howell answered
questions about the draft Cary Community Plan.

IMAGINE CARY

SEE CARY, 4A


